
Marx: The proliteriate vs. bourgeoisie 

Lenin: In the defense of Communism

Goldman: Morality is a cruel construct.

A contribution to the critique of political 
economy, 1859 (pg. 435-437) • This 
piece is introduced with his background, 
explaining why he can publish writings on 
the topic of private property and be taken 
seriously.
On pg.436 is the outline of the truths 
he discovered through study. “A person 
will enter into definite relations that are 
indispensible and independent of their 
will during the social production of their 
life...”

Estranged labour, 1844 (pg.438-448) • 
This is an explanation of the estrangd 
labour construct that results from private 
property. The political economy is a result 
of private property and the enslavement 
of the worker to the bourgeoisie system.

“Until the workers will lose respect for the 
instrument of their material enslavement, 
they need hope for no relief.”

“It is Morality which condemns woman to 
the position of a celibate, a prostitute, or 
a reckless, incessant breeder of hapless 
children.”

Those harmed by morality:
Wives. Their sex is realized as a 
commodity and they receive allowance 
from their husband. This prostitution is 
respected and well recognized.

What is to be done? (pg. 531) • 
Revolutionary movements are based 
in revolutionary theory. Professional 
revolutionaries, either originating from 
the status of workman or student, should 
have leadership positions.

What is to replace the smashed state 
machine? (pg. 534) • After the proliteriate 
rises to power, what happens to the 
government? This explains what rule 
should be like in the in-between phase.

Abolition of parliamentarism (pg. ) 
Abolishing the government all at once 
is a utopian claim. There is a time of 
transition first.

“Abolishing the bureaucracy at once, 
everywhere and completely, is out of 
the question. It is a utopia. But to smash 
the old bureaucratic machine at once 
and to begin immediately to construct 
a new one that will make possible the 
gradual abolition of all bureaucracy--this 
is not a utopia, it is the experience of the 
Commune, the direct and immediate task 
of the revolutionary proletariat.”

The four alienations that result from 
private property (pg.441-444):
1. “The worker is related to the product of 
his labor as to an alien object.”
2. “The relation of labour to the act of 
production within the labour process is an 
activity not belonging to the worker.”
3 “Man’s species is estranged from 
him and made into an alien means for 
individual existence.”
4. “The estrangement of man from man.” 

The Communist manifesto, 1848 (pg.448-
464) •  This is a piece of propaganda for 
the Communist party in hopes to sway 
the working class to understand want to 
join the Communist movement.

Bourgeoisie and Proletarians (pg448-

456) •The final stage of class struggle is 
the capitalist against the worker.

Proletarians and Communists (pg.456-
465) • Arguments for proletarians to 
become Communist.

Capital (pg.465) • Man is free when his 
relationship with nature is under control.

bolshevik-land?!
• Lenin was a co-founder of the 
Bolshevik party. Emma Goldman 
defended the Bolsheviks from within 
the United States during the red 
scare. She was deported to the 
soviet union in 1919 and left in 1921 
after exposing the poor conditions.

The transition from capitalism to 
Communism (pg. 540) • During the 
time of political upheaval and shift to 
Communism, there will be a democracy. 
It will differ from current democracy in 
that the people have a voice.

“the oppressed are allowed once every 
few years to decide which particular 
representatives of the oppressing 
class shall represent and repress them 
in parliament!” (The transtion from 
capitalism to Communism)

Prostitutes. Victimized by property 
morality, compelling woman to sell sex 
as a commodity. She is shunned by the 
forces that made her: the priest, the 
moralist and “her virtuous sister, who 
is the most relentless and brutal in her 
persecution”
Mothers. Women risk mutilation and 
death to not have to bear children.
Spinsters. Must suppress her desires 
for a man and transfer those feelings 
to taking care of animals or bible study. 
Morality shuts out love, light and joy from 
the lives of victims.

Victims of morality, 1913 (pg. 566) This 
is a critique of morality and the roles to 
which it forces women to conform.

“Religion and morality are a much better 
whip to keep people in submission than 
even the club and the gun.” (pg. 567)

commodify’d
• Marx wrote, “the worker sinks 
to the level of a commodity and 
becomes indeed the most wretched 
of commodities.” (Estranged Labour, 
pg.438)The life activity of the 
individual reflects the species.
• Goldman wrote, “The prostitute is 
victimized by other forces, such as 
property morality, which compels 
woman to sell sex as a commodity.”


